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with a Wasp 6oo-h.p. engine, which gave it a top speed of 230
m.p.h. Fully loaded with petrol, it had a cruising radius of 7,000
miles—the longest range of any aeroplane yet built. It was one of the
first American planes to be equipped with wing-flaps to reduce
landing speed and could land at 42 m.p.h. The wing span was 48
feet, the hull length, 31 feet. The low wing was especially adapted
to Antarctic flying, since two men could quickly scoop out trenches
for the skis, allowing the wing to rest flat on the snow, where the
wind could not get under it. The broad, blunt skis, when finally
fitted on, were ludicrously like a pair of giant shoes.
This ship inaugurated the famous Gamma class of Northrups.
Everybody was enthusiastic about it when it came from the factory.
Captain Frank Hawks, the speed pilot, bought the second model.
Wilkins said it was the Rolls-Royce of aeroplanes. Balchen, who had
stayed at the factory during the three months of its construction
and who had flown it East to be taken down and shipped to my
base ship in Norway, said it stepped out three years ahead of world
aviation. He wanted to make the Tokio flight in it. Balchen often
said frankly that exploration meant nothing to him, except as it
called for expert aviation. With him the performance of a plane
was the whole thing.
In Norway I had seen the fishing-trawlers—staunch and sea-
worthy boats, yet small enough to be manoeuvred easily in ice.
Wilkins agreed with me that this type of vessel was ideal, and I
sent him to Norway to buy one, which he did—the Fantfjord, a
herring-boat built for the Bay of Biscay. She was a single-deck
vessel of 400 tons, built in 1919 of Norwegian pine and oak. Her
power was a Bolinder semi-Diesel engine. She could do seven to
eight knots and had a cruising radius of 11,000 miles. Her slow-
ness was the only fault one could find with her; otherwise she was
the best ship in the world for the work. She smelled strongly of fish
at first, but that wore off. After we fitted her with sails, we could
get nine knots out of her in a favourable wind.
Thus in travel equipment the expedition had the best that money
could buy, and I never had any criticism to make about any of it.
In fitting the Fanefjord for the Antarctic, the most important thing
done was to sheath her from stem to the widest part of the hull,
nearly amidships, with oak planking covered by three-quarter-inch

